
      Local Heroes is an initiative of Office Winhov.

l cal her es

The restoration and expansion of Amsterdam Amstel Station 
was XnGertaNen Ey Office Winhov in a collaEoration with 
the 'anish firm *ottlieE 3alXGan $rchitects. 7herefore it 
is fitting to GeGicate this ne[t eGition of Local Heroes to one 
of the original Gesigners� Jan LeXpen. He also happens to 
Ee my father. 

)or a long time� , haG wanteG to write aEoXt his worN� 
or the %XilGings 'epartment of 3XElic WorNs which he heaGeG 
for years. 6till� , haG to consiGer this reTXest carefXlly� $m , the 
right person to write this" , haG MXst hanGeG over my father·s 
worN to the &ity $rchives. Once my Gecision was maGe� 
, maGe my way EacN into the $rchives. 

Johannes �Jan� LeXpen �����²����� was an architect� 
graphic artist anG painter. He stXGieG at the 7echnical 
8niversity of 'elft from ���� to ����. ,n ����� LeXpen 

7he original interior of the 
$msterGam $mstel 6tation� ����.

 $fter the pXElication of Local 
Heroes •15� Office Winhov also 
XnGertooN the renovation anG 
transformation of the National 
HolocaXst 0XseXm �����²������ 
which inclXGeG the HollanGsche 
6choXwEXrg with Jan LeXpen·s 
poignant anG architectXrally sensi-
tive Gesign of the memorial site.

Jan LeXpen
�� %ernarG LeXpen

0ay ����
Amsterdam
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 This round steel window is a style 
element from the late ����s anG 
����s. We see it at the former 
69% heaGTXarters of architect 
'. 5oosenEXrg anG opposite 
at the $pollohal of $. %oeNen.

was employeG as an assistant architect Ey the %XilGings 
'epartment of 3XElic WorNs in $msterGam. 7wenty years 
later� he Eecame the heaG of this Gepartment� the architectXral 
office of the mXnicipality. $s the chief architect� he was 
responsiEle for the post�war reEXilGing of $msterGam� 
anG constrXcteG all mXnicipal EXilGings e[cept for hoXsing. 
8ntil the ����s� worN was rarely oXtsoXrceG to private 
architectXral firms. 

LeXpen·s architectXre is characteriseG Ey a EXsiness�liNe 
style of engineering comEineG with Gecorative elements. 
7he EXilGing volXmes are often awarGeG with a saGGle roof 
of �� Gegrees. ,n pre�war EXilGings� we see the regXlar retXrn 
of style elements sXch as roXnG steel winGows with GoXEle 
vertical roGs� layereG natXral stone in the facaGes� anG 
styliseG colXmns. 7he Xse of materials is controlleG. 7his 
leaGs to carefXl anG sometimes striNing Getails. 

,n accorGance to the $msterGam 6chool� many of 
LeXpen·s EXilGings are eTXippeG with visXal art� which Eene-
fitteG from a close relationship with the scXlptor HilGo .rop. 
$rtists sXch as 3eter $lma� $lEert 0Xys anG JosMe 6mit were 
also often involveG in his worN. 7he intensive collaEoration 
with visXal artists can also Ee foXnG in LeXpen·s memEership 
in the $msterGam &oXncil of $rt in the post�war years. 

$fter the 6econG WorlG War� LeXpen worNeG on the 
Gevelopment of a new type of school� inclXGing the so�calleG 
H�6chools. On the Easis on this type� the wooGen post�war 
emergency schools were EXilt. ,n the ����s� schools were 
EXilt with EricN� sXch as the %eatri[ 6chool in 1ew West. 
7he 6pino]a LyceXm ������ on the 3eter van $nrooystraat� 
which he anG ). H. *erretsen GesigneG� is one of his most 
important worNs in this genre. 

$s a Gesigner anG� later� as chief architect in the 
%XilGings Gepartment� LeXpen contriEXteG to the creation 
of a wiGe variety of EXilGings. ,n this article� all the genres 
can Ee foXnG� a mooring place for toXr Eoats� an aXGitoriXm 
for a cemetery� a station� a locN comple[� a telephone 
e[change� a mXseXm wing� a school� a memorial monXment 
anG a Xniversity liErary. 7he proMects in this article are 
chronologically GescriEeG. ,n this way� we can e[plore 
the style Gevelopment in my father·s ±Xvre. 
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7he GecorateG entrance.

 7he Goor has since Eeen replaceG 
Ey an iron Goor.

6ession 5oom **'.

6ession 5oom **' 
(erste Helmersstraat� ���� 

7he Gesign for a session EXilGing of the 0Xnicipal 0eGical 
anG Health 6ervice �**'� on (erste Helmersstraat in 
$msterGam was LeXpen·s first inGepenGent assignment. 
7he EXilGing is a well�proportioneG EXilGing volXme. ,n con-
trast to mXch of LeXpen·s worN� the volXme is crowneG Ey 
a Áat roof. $ GoXEle frame with recesseG winGow strXctXres 
accentXate the volXme at the top. 7his strip has Eeen finisheG 
with two plastic components� consisting of a ElXe tile taEleaX 
on which a ElocN with rectangXlar tiles in ElacN anG white have 
Eeen placeG. $t the point on the right where the front facaGe 
e[tenGs as a soliG sXrface to the roof� the resXlting constrXc-
tion noGe is crowneG with a EeaXtifXl pinnacle. 

7he entrance is highly articXlateG Ey a plastic facaGe 
treatment maGe of large ElocNs of natXral stone. 7he Getailing 
of the entrance evoNes memories of the school EXilGing 
inÁXenceG Ey the $msterGam 6chool� which LeXpen worNeG 
on at the mXnicipal service GXring the late ����s anG early 
����s. 7he Goor was initially maGe of a GXraEle Eron]e� EXt 
was painteG GarN green GXring the aXsterity of the ����s.

$nother characteristic element can Ee foXnG at the heaG 
of the EXilGing. $ pointeG glass roof crowns the chilGren·s 
solariXm here� a moGern facility where chilGren coXlG XnGer�
go light therapy. 7he glass gaEleG roof formeG the closXre 
on the siGe wall with a large glass front. 7he roof coXlG Ee 
openeG in gooG weather.

7he interior has also Eeen carefXlly worNeG oXt. 
,mmeGiately after entering� the visitor is welcomeG Ey 
a tile taEleaX in shaGes of ElXe. 7he monXmental stairwell 
is illXminateG Ey a large facaGe at the rear� which is filleG 
with a geometric staineG glass piece GesigneG Ey LeXpen. 
On the top Áoor in the chilGren·s solariXm was a wall painting 
Ey &harles 5oelofs].
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The monumental stairwell 
with wooGen railings anG staineG�
glass winGows.
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)acaGe Gecoration Xsing 
coloXreG tiles.
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7he travertine�covereG office� 
with the lower�level mooring area.

7oXr Eoat GocNing site
5oNin� ����

, woXlG liNe to Graw attention to a smaller worN from 
the miG�����s in which many elements of LeXpen·s worNs 
are XniteG. ,t concerns the mooring place for toXr Eoats 
anG the associateG office at the height of the $mstel fence 
on the 5oNin. What is striNing aEoXt this constrXction is 
the care for Getail anG the way in which it was connecteG 
to the location. 

,t is a small vertical volXme entirely covereG with traver-
tine anG covereG with a slightly sloping cantilevereG copper 
roof. 7he two facaGes on the waterfront are almost completely 
closeG anG featXre the characteristic roXnG steel winGow. 
7he east facaGe is occXpieG Ey the entrance Goor anG ticNet 
winGow. 8nfortXnately� the Goor anG coXnter are no longer 
original. 7he winGow moXnteG on the foXrth facaGe offers a 
view over the 5oNin. On this siGe� the roof forms a semicircXlar 
cantilever sXpporteG Ey an elegant colXmn with ÁXteG Eron]e 
claGGing. $t the top anG Eottom of the colXmn� the cover 
is Nept separate from the groXnG anG the roof.
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8nGer the cantilever roof hangs the worG ́ Eoat tripsµ 
in iron. 7he te[t follows the cXrvatXre of the roof. 7he gate� 
formeG Ey the roof anG colXmn� gives access via a staircase 
to the lower TXay. 7he travertine covering is EXilt Xp in layers 
of ElocNs in varioXs si]es. 7he retaining wall along the lowereG 
TXay has Eeen claG in the same way. 'Xe to its vertical 
constrXction anG the anchoring to the XrEan sitXation Ey 
the staircase with retaining wall� this small strXctXre oEtains 
its monXmentality.

7he small toXr Eoat office.

&olXmn with Eron]e ÁXteG claGGing.



� Local Heroes  ��

Original sitXation.

 7he EXilGing volXme seen from the 
parN siGe recalls the 5XGolph 
7egners 0XseXm from ����. 7his 
mXseXm �� Nilometers north of 
&openhagen is EXilt aroXnG the worN 
of the eponymoXs scXlptor. 7enger 
also GesigneG the EXilGing.

Aula Eastern Cemetery
����

One of the most imaginative Gesigns from the pre�war perioG 
is the Gesign for the aXGitoriXm of the (astern &emetery� now 
calleG the 1ieXwe Ooster. 7he main strXctXre of the EXilGing 
consists of a fan�shapeG main room with an elongateG EXilG-
ing placeG in front� covereG with a copper gaEle roof where 
the main entrance is sitXateG. 7o the left anG right of the 
entrance are the reception rooms also with a GXll copper 
gaEle roof. 7he ElocN of the fan�shapeG aXGitoriXm has a Áat 
roof. OlG photos show how XnapproachaEle the original 
EXilGing was.

7he aXGitoriXm is characteriseG Ey carefXl Getailing 
anG ornamentation. 7he oXtsiGe of the EXilGing is finisheG 
with a mineral scratch plaster. 7he entire EXilGing stanGs on 
a plinth of three steps high� maGe of natXral stone. $t the siGe 
entrances of the coffee rooms� the travertine of the interior 
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Floor plan of the aula 
at the (astern &emetery.

is e[tenGeG to the recesseG niches that marN these entrances. 
7wo colXmns have Eeen placeG in the niche on either siGe 
of the Goor� which� liNe the office on the 5oNin� are covereG 
with ÁXteG Eron]e. $nG here too� this covering is separateG 
from the Áoor anG ceiling at the Eottom anG top. ,f we looN Xp 
at the large monXmental EXilGing of the aXGitoriXm� we notice 
the well�Nnown roXnG steel winGows. 8nGer the eaves� small 
gla]eG sTXare anG golG�leafeG tiles have Eeen incorporateG 
into the mineral plaster� softening the termination of the sharp 
EXilG volXme.

,f yoX enter throXgh the main entrance� yoX enter a high 
hall with travertine on the Áoor. 7he travertine is in a Giagonal 
pattern with a small sTXare ElocN of a slightly GarNer stone 
at the intersections of the tiles. 7he Giagonal pattern of the 
Áoor is repeateG in the stXcco of the slightly cXrveG ceiling. 
When we enter the room� we see where the Giagonal pattern 
comes from. Here the pattern tXrns into a wiGe range of 
travertine� which gets smaller anG smaller to finally come 
together at the rear hallway towarGs the parN.

On the wall aroXnG the opening to the cemetery is a wall 
painting Ey $lEert 0oXse. ,n front of the opposite cXrveG wall� 
a series of white colXmns have Eeen placeG at some Gistance� 
which give the space a monXmental character. 7he lamps in 
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7he loEEy with a Giagonal pattern 
of travertine on the Áoor anG stXcco 
on the ceiling.
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6Netch for the interior 
of the aXGitoriXm.

7he original sitXation.
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7he cXrrent sitXation of the e[terior 
anG interior.

Eron]e anG the seats in the aXGitoriXm were also GesigneG 
Ey LeXpen. $ Eron]e angel Ey the scXlptor )reG &arasso is 
sitXateG on the oXter facaGe on the parN siGe aEove the e[it.

Over the years� mXch has Eeen aGGeG. ,n ����� for 
e[ample� the comple[ was e[panGeG on the siGes with 
two new coffee anG reception rooms anG on the EacN the 
crematoriXm with several worNspaces. $ll these e[tensions 
meant that the shape of the aXGitoriXm was completely 
compromiseG. 7he neeG to renew the crematoriXm leG 
to a Gesign assignment for %ierman HenNet $rchitecten 
who createG orGer in the ma]e of aGGitions ² anG Erings 
the original Gesign EacN into its own. ,n ����� the EXilGing 
Eecame a 1ational 0onXment.
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$ siGe entrance with characteristic 
colXmns.



�� Local Heroes  ��

7he original sitXation.

 9an (esteren� LeXpen� 6chelling. 
Architectural Weekly Magazine� 
JXne ��� ����� p. ���²���.

Amsterdam Amstel Station
���� 

,n the miG�����s� the 'Xtch 1ational 5ail anG the mXnicipality 
of $msterGam GeciGeG to create a new rail connection on the 
east siGe of $msterGam� the so�calleG Oostspoor. 8ntil then� 
the trains coming from 8trecht enGeG at the Weesperpoort 
6tation� a terminXs at 5iMnspoorplein. $ trio was responsiEle 
for the architectXral Gesigns of the stations anG the XrEan 
Gesign. 5epresenting the railways was H.*.J. 6chelling� 
anG representing the 3XElic WorNs $msterGam were 
&. 9an (esteren �XrEan planner� anG J. LeXpen �architect�. 
,n aGGition to a nXmEer of EriGges� the entire Oostspoor 
proMect inclXGeG two stations� the 0XiGerpoort 6tation 
anG the $mstel 6tation. , woXlG liNe to GiscXss the latter 
in more Getail here.

7o Eegin with� it shoXlG Ee maGe clear that the Gesign of 
this station consists of two parts� each with its own architect 
anG featXres. 7his fact will not Ee foXnG in the official pXElica-
tions� EXt those who search the archives will Giscover that� 
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 ,n many pXElications anG also 
in half of the newspaper articles 
from that time� only 6chelling is 
mentioneG as an architect. 7here 
are two reasons for this� 6chelling 
was pXt forwarG Ey the 'Xtch 
5ailways as an architect anG after 
constrXction pXElisheG a EeaXtifXlly 
e[ecXteG EooNlet in which he is the 
only architect nameG. 7he seconG 
reason is that a lot of work within 
the mXnicipal service was assigneG 
to the service anG not to the archi-
tect. 7he Grawings availaEle in 
the &ity $rchives XnamEigXoXsly 
show that the station EXilGing 
was GesigneG Ey Jan LeXpen. 
7hese Grawings Eear the initials JL.

MXst as with the new constrXction of 5otterGam &entral 
6tation� there were two separate assignments. $ Gesign 
for the platform roof that was completeG Ey 6chelling� 
anG another for the station hall was GesigneG Ey LeXpen.

$part from archival research� architectXre also tells its 
own story. ,f yoX looN closely at the hall of the $mstel 6tation 
anG its Getailing� yoX will see that this worN fits seamlessly 
into LeXpen·s oeXvre� the main EXilGing volXme with a slightly 
gaEleG roof� iron roXnG winGows� natXral stone Getailing anG 
the placement of the wall painting to name a few. $ll style 
featXres that were typical of LeXpen·s worN.

7he strXctXre of the main EXilGing with the station hall 
of the $mstel 6tation consists of a large ElocN with a slightly 

7he original XrEan planning 
sitXation.

7he original interior of the hall 
at the opening of the $msterGam 
$mstel 6tation.
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sloping gaEle roof EehinG which an elongateG strXctXre 
has Eeen placeG transversely. 7his EXilGing EoGy forms 
the connection to the tracNs. 7he Eaggage Gepartment anG 
the connection to the Eaggage tXnnel were also locateG here. 
&ontrary to the XsXal organisation of station EXilGings� the 
main EXilGing is placeG at right angles to the platforms with 
canopy� creating a cross�shapeG organisation of the station. 
,n the inner corners of the cross� the EXs station is sitXateG 
on one siGe anG the ta[i stanG� anG a Grop off ]one on the 
other siGe. 7he entrance area has two levels. 7he Xpper level 
connects to the EXs station anG serves travelers who come 

7he groXnG Áoor plan anG the 
elevation of the east facaGe. 
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Ey foot� Eicycle or ta[i� while the lower level has a tXnnel 
to the lower tram station.

7he XrEanisation of the station raiseG TXestions. 7he 
station tXrns its EacN to %erlage·s 3lan =XiG� which haG MXst 
Eeen realiseG. Originally there was not a Gecline on the siGe 
of the $mstel. ,f the station was placeG two hXnGreG meters 
to the north� an opportXnity woXlG have Eeen createG to enter 
3lan 6oXth Girectly via the %erlage %riGge. $t the front� the 
station haG to wait a long time for the constrXction of hoXsing 
proMects planneG Ey 9an (esteren.

7he facaGe with alternating layers 
of EricN anG natXral stone.



�� Local Heroes  ��

7he characteristic roXnG winGows 
Ey LeXpen.

7he large EoGy of the station hall has Eeen carefXlly 
finisheG with layers of EricN intersperseG with streaNs of 
natXral stone. 7he facaGe is mostly closeG. 7he layers of 
EricNs anG natXral stone aroXnG the corner anG then tXrns 
into a large sXrface that is vertically GiviGeG Ey eight rows 
of natXral stone. 7he fielGs Eetween each row are filleG with 
travertine ElocNs� which� liNe the lining of the 5oNin EXilGing� 
are maGe in thinner anG thicNer layers. ,n the lower meters 
of the facaGe� steel facaGes have Eeen placeG in the fielGs 
Eetween the rows. 7he fronts are on a plinth of natXral stone 
that places the EXilGing on a peGestal� giving it an appropri-
ately elevateG position.

7hose who enter the large station hall will Ee impresseG 
Ey the high anG light space. ,t is a catheGral for ticNet sales. 
7he large steel constrXction of the roof shows the inÁXence 
of 6chelling·s steelworN� given the way in which the Xpright 
anG Eeam are connecteG with a smooth EenG. 7he carefXl 
Xse of materials continXes insiGe. Large steel fronts on either 
siGe let in a stream of light while the closeG front facaGes are 
illXminateG with mXrals Ey 3eter $lma. 7he coXnters were 
gracefXlly placeG in a lower ]one on the north siGe. 7he coXn-
ters e[hiEit how everything is carefXlly GetaileG� the worNeG 
partition Eetween the coXnters� the semicircXlar Eench to 
place the lXggage� the EeaXtifXlly GetaileG fronts� anG so on.

7he original interior.
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LocN &omple[
1ieXwe 0eer� ����

LeXpen GesigneG the locN proMect in collaEoration with XrEan 
planner anG lanGscape architect JaNoEa 0XlGer �the sXcces-
sor to 9an (esteren�. 7he EXilGings of the locN comple[ 
at the 1ieXwe 0eer >´1ew LaNeµ@ are three small simple 
strXctXres covereG with copper roofs� placeG in a setting 
GetermineG Ey the civil engineering logic of the locN comple[. 
7he entire comple[ is anchoreG in the lanGscape setting 
via a Gistinctive element formeG Ey a Eastion that serveG 
as a roXnG viewpoint over the 1ieXwe 0eer.

Originally� this viewpoint woXlG Ee planteG with a circle 
of trees. $fter the constrXction of the $��� the Eastion lost 
its pXrpose. 7he figXre of the Eastion was proEaEly inspireG 
Ey the Eastions of the pre�war 5|merstaG e[pansion Gistrict 
in )ranNfXrt� which LeXpen visiteG in the ����s.

With the e[ception of the copper�covereG cXrveG anG 
cantilevereG roofs� the architectXre of the three strXctXres 
themselves are certainly more aXstere than that of the 
comparaEle EXilGing on the 5oNin. 7he three strXctXres 
are EXilt in reG EricN� with large steel facaGes with a lot of glass 
to give the locN Neepers a gooG view of the ships from EehinG 
their control eTXipment. ,n its aXsterity� the EXilGings at 
the 1ieXwe 0eer locN comple[ foreshaGow the often some-
what EXsiness�liNe architectXre of LeXpen·s post�war school 
Gesigns anG the e[tension of the 6teGeliMN mXseXm from ����.

$ photo from the ����s� the locN 
comple[ in Xse.
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Original anG cXrrent states.
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7he moGel.

7elephone ([change
3ieter Ge Hoochstraat� ����

8ntil shortly after the 6econG WorlG War� $msterGam haG its 
own telephone networN. $t the enG of the ����s� a new power 
plant on 3ieter Ge Hoochstraat was planneG. 7he Gesign 
starteG in ����� EXt the EXilGing was only completeG well 
after WW,,. ́ 7elephone ([changeµ Goes not GescriEe the 
sitXation completely. 7he EXilGing was mXch more than 
MXst switching rooms. ,t also inclXGeG� the management 
of the local 7elephone 6ervice $msterGam� training rooms� 
anG pXElic services. $fter the war� many mXnicipal services 
were transferreG to the 6tate. 7his applies to the 8niversity 
of $msterGam� EXt also to the local telephone networN. 
$fter the government tooN over the $msterGam telephone 
service� many fXnctions of the new EXilGing woXlG Eecome 
sXperÁXoXs. 7his eventXally leG to the Gemolition of the 
EXilGing e[cept for the part with the switching rooms.

7he EXilGing is GesigneG aroXnG two coXrts. 7he siGe 
on 3ieter Ge Hoochstraat is three layers higher than the rest 
of the EXilGing. 7he facaGes are mainly soEer with e[perimen-
tation in the winGows. 7he EXilGing section on 3ieter Ge 
Hoochstraat in particXlar has a nXmEer of specific elements. 
7he Ease of this part is characteriseG Ey the typical layers 
of masonry� natXral stone intersperseG with EricN. 7his one�
storey plinth is interrXpteG at the main entrance Ey a vertical 
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OlG photo of the original EXilGing.

3lan of the groXnG Áoor.

element� a travertine constrXction �risalite� that accentXates 
the entrance. 7he whole is placeG on a peGestal of foXr steps. 
HilGo .rop reliefs in )rench limestone have Eeen placeG 
aEove the entrances.

7his EXilGing occXpies a special place in LeXpen·s 
oeXvre. On the one hanG we see familiar elements sXch 
as the layereG plinth retXrn� on the other hanG new Gecorative 
elements appear. 7he roof in particXlar Eetrays the search for 
new shapes. 7he slightly cXrveG roof sXrface �we saw that 
alreaGy in miniatXre at the control hoXse of the locNs� anG the 
frameG winGows with the same cXrvatXre are XniTXe. 7he 
interior was GesigneG Ey colleagXe architect &. )eltNamp. 
,nsiGe the hall was a mXral painteG Ey HenN %roer� a gift 
from the staff.
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([hiEition space.

 3aXl .empers. Inside Was Outside. 
The Sandberg Wing Amsterdam. 
9ali]� ����� p. ��. 
6ee also 6anGEerg·s manifesto 
in Art d’aujoud’hui� OctoEer ����� 
in which he presents his views on 
the modern museum on the basis of 
a stXGy on mXseXms for moGern art.

7he completeG 6anGEerg 
Wing.

1ew wing of the 6teGeliMN 0XseXm 
�6anGEerg Wing�

����

$t the initiative of Willem 6anGEerg� who was then the Girector 
of the 6teGeliMN 0XseXm $msterGam� the city GeciGeG to aGG 
a new e[tension to the mXseXm in the miG�����s. 7he new 
e[tension was intenGeG for changing e[hiEitions to comple-
ment the permanent collection. 6anGEerg wanteG a Áe[iEle� 
open plan EXilGing� ́ no velvet� no *reeN colXmns� no sNy-
lightsµ. 6anGEerg wanteG siGe light liNe the artist haG in 
his stXGio. 7he intention was also to show what was going 
on in the mXseXm.

LeXpen·s Gesign is as simple as it is restraineG. ,n collaE-
oration with colleagXe J. 6argentini� he GesigneG a moGest 
EXilGing EoGy with two reG EricN front gaEles Eetween 
which large glass fronts from Áoor to roof eGge are placeG. 
7he volXme is covereG with the well�Nnown GXll gaEle roof. 
7he only special featXre on the oXtsiGe is the concrete con-
strXction with a stretcheG cloth that serveG as a canopy for 
the entrance. ,nciGentally� 6anGEerg haG the reG EricN painteG 
white soon after the opening. ,nsiGe� the new wing consists 
of two free Áoor spaces� elegantly connecteG Ey a staircase 
GesigneG Ey architect ). (schaX]ier. 7he space coXlG Ee 
freely GiviGeG for painting anG scXlptXre with the help of 
moveaEle walls anG was iGeal for e[hiEiting loose oEMects 
sXch as the installations that were Eecoming more popXlar.
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7he e[terior of the 6anGEerg Wing.

,n contrast to LeXpen·s pre�war worN� the architectXre of 
the 6anGEerg Wing has Eeen reGXceG to its essence. 1o more 
travertine� no layers of masonry� colXmns or scXlptXres� only 
the well�Nnown EXilGing volXme with a fifteen�Gegree roof 
pitch remains. 7he refinement is mainly in the rhythm of the 
facaGes anG the proportions.

8nfortXnately� the new wing haG a sXpporting role. 
$t the same time� the Gecision Ey the mXnicipality to EXilG 
the new wing stipXlateG that the new wing shoXlG primarily 
featXre worNs Ey memEers of the association of visXal artists. 
When plans for a larger e[pansion of the mXseXm came 
into Eeing at the enG of the last centXry� plans that Xltimately 
leG to the ́ EathtXEµ GesigneG Ey %enthem anG &roXwel 
$rchitects� the 6anGEerg wing haG to leave the fielG. 7he 
eventXal Gemolition of the EXilGing was initiateG Ey the 
XnfortXnate action of the then alGerman *ehrels. HopefXlly 
ignorant of the historical charge of her act� she saGly foXnG 
it necessary to throw in the winGows in a provocative manner 
when the EXilGing was GemolisheG.
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6pino]a LyceXm
����

%efore the 6econG WorlG War there were plans to EXilG a new 
lyceXm� EXt the war interveneG. When the threaG was picNeG 
Xp again in the ����s� there were now new insights aEoXt 
eGXcation. 7he new lyceXm woXlG Ee rXn accorGing to the 
principles of 'alton eGXcation. 7he so�calleG 'alton hoXrs� 
hoXrs in which stXGents Go not have lessons EXt worN inGe-
penGently at school� reTXireG e[tra space. ,n collaEoration 
with colleagXe architect *erretsen� LeXpen haG to thoroXghly 
change the plans. )or e[ample� space for the 'alton hoXrs 
was foXnG Ey wiGening the corriGors. $s a location they chose 
a EeaXtifXl place in $msterGam 6oXth where the =XiGer 
$mstel &anal wiGens.

7he main scheme of the plan is simple. $ long ElocN 
with the well�Nnown GXll gaEle roof contains the general 
classrooms. 7wo wings with compartment rooms have Eeen 
placeG at right angles to this ElocN. 7he aXGitoriXm is sitXateG 
Eetween these wings. ,n line with the long ElocN with general 
classrooms� the comple[ has a Gressing area anG two gyms 
placeG one aEove the other.

7he facaGes of the school are GominateG Ey large 
wooGen Erown�lacTXereG facaGes encloseG in a concrete 
griG that represents the sXpporting strXctXre. $t first glance� 
the architectXre of the 6pino]a LyceXm seems to Ee perme-
ateG with the same clear aXsterity as the 1ew Wing of the 
6teGeliMN 0XseXm. When entering the school throXgh a wiGe 
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$ corriGor with worNplaces 
for the 'alton hoXrs.
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concrete staircase� however� the gracefXlly finisheG copper 
railing is immeGiately noticeaEle. When entering the hall� one 
is sXrpriseG Ey the large high space in which concrete stairs� 
railings anG colXmns in white anG ElXe play together. 7he 
coloXrfXl game is completeG Ey a meter�high grisaille Ey 
$lEert 0oXse. 7his reception sets the tone for the rest of the 
school anG especially the aXGitoriXm. $lthoXgh the EXilGing 
has Eeen aroXnG for a while� it has not lost its freshness.

7he central stairwell with 
wall painting.

 ,n the meantime a lot has changeG 
here� the colXmns are now ElacN 
anG the walls yellow. $lEert 0oXse·s 
grisaille is hiGGen EehinG a wall.
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HollanGsche 6choXwEXrg.

Jewish memorial HollanGsche 6choXwEXrg
����

One of LeXpen·s most memoraEle proMects is the Gesign 
for the memorial site at the HollanGsche 6choXwEXrg 
on 3lantage 0iGGenlaan. 'Xring the 6econG WorlG War� 
the former 'Xtch 7heatre was XseG Ey the occXpying forces 
as a gathering place for people with a Jewish iGentity who 
were transporteG to one of the e[termination camps. $fter the 
war� there was not mXch left of the EeaXtifXl EXilGing e[cept 
for the neo�EaroTXe facaGe. 'Xring the hXnger winter in ����� 
all the wooGworN haG GisappeareG from the vacant EXilGing 
anG haG Eeen EXrneG in nXmeroXs emergency heaters.

$fter the war� the HollanGsche 6choXwEXrg foXnGation 
GonateG the EXilGing� or what was left of it� to the 0Xnicipality 
of $msterGam XnGer the conGition that a chapelle ardente
woXlG Ee EXilt. ,t was then GeciGeG to transform the former 
theatre into a memorial site for the fifty thoXsanG Jews who 
were removeG there.

7he Gesign of the memorial place Ey LeXpen can 
Ee seen as the art of omission. LeXpen strippeG the rXin 
of the theatre to the contoXrs of the original hall anG the stage 
remaineG. 7o the left anG right of the lawn that Gefines the 
clearing where the hall once stooG� simple concrete arcaGes 
have Eeen erecteG connecting the site of the former stage 
tower with the front EXilGing. $n oEelisN has Eeen erecteG 

7he cXrrent sitXation.
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7he memorial from aEove.

7he coXrtyarG of the HollanGsche 
6choXwEXrg with the monXment.

on the site of the stage� which stanGs on a 6tar of 'aviG. 7his 
simple memorial is Gone in Easaltic lava. %ehinG the colXmn 
is a large polisheG harGstone wall with the te[t� ́ ,n memory 
of those who were taNen from this place. ����²���� µ.

7o the left of the entrance of the EXilGing is a small space 
as chapelle ardente. $rchitect Waterman has placeG three 
large tomEstones in three Gifferent stone types here� which 
symEolise the father� the mother anG the chilG. ,n aGGition� 
an eternal Áame is attacheG to the wall.



�� Local Heroes  ��

7he 8niversity LiErary on the 6ingel.

8pGate �'ec ������ 1ew 8niversity 
LiErary at the %innengasthXis 6ite. 
)or GecaGes� there were GiscXssions 
aEoXt a new 8niversity LiErary. 
7he cXrrent liErary on the 6ingel 
has oXtgrown its capacity� anG 
it woXlG Ee more e[pensive to 
renovate than to EXilG a new one. 
Was the %innengasthXis site the 
right location" 6hoXlG the olG 
EXilGings Ee GemolisheG or 
renovateG" $nG woXlG there 
Ee enoXgh space for all stXGents 
anG staff to parN their EiNes" ,n ����� 
the Gecision was maGe� anG in 
6eptemEer ����� the first pile was 
Griven into the groXnG. 
�6oXrce� Folia�

8niversity LiErary
6ingel� ����

,n the ����s� the 8niversity of $msterGam starteG with 
thoroXgh e[pansion anG renewal plans. 3art of the renovation 
was the new EXilGing of the 8niversity LiErary �8%�� previoXsly 
locateG in the former 0ilitie]aal on 6ingel. 7he new EXilGing 
was planneG on a vacant site ne[t to the e[isting liErary. 
7he EXilGing fills the entire plot Eetween the 6ingel anG the 
HanGEoogstraat at the EacN. 7he reaGing rooms are sitXateG 
on the sTXare siGe� while the LiteratXre 5esearch 6ervice 
has taNen place at the rear. 7he warehoXse was EXilt in part 
of the olG EXilGings. $ centrally locateG elevator shaft Eetween 
the olG anG new EXilGings fXnctions as a hXE for EooN trans-
port. 7he 8niversity LiErary Goes not have an open EooN 
warehoXse. (ach EooN mXst Ee reTXesteG at the GesN.

,t is striNing that LeXpen retXrns to monXmentality here 
at the enG of his career. 7he EXilGing has a foXr�storey facaGe 
on the sTXare siGe entirely covereG with travertine. $ series 
of large winGows has Eeen placeG in the facaGe in a strict 
rhythm. On the first two layers� these are elongateG anG 
interrXpteG Ey a lintel or fitteG with a harG glass parapet. 
7he top two Áoors have sTXare winGows with no sXEGivision. 
7he wall Gams Eetween the winGows are narrow. 7he winGow 
² wall ratio is GeriveG from the ratio for canal facaGes� 
EXt withoXt gla]ing Ears. ,n contrast to the pre�war worN� 

https://www.folia.nl/dossiers/22/de-nieuwe-universiteitsbibliotheek
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7he rigiG facaGe rhythm.

monXmentality has to Go withoXt Getail. 7he image is tight 
² an $lGo 5ossi ¶avant la lettre·. 7he facaGe is closeG at the top 
with an openworN frame that also serves as a EalXstraGe. 
7wo large reliefs Ey HilGo .rop are inclXGeG in the list. 
7ravertine letterpress marNs are applieG XnGer the reliefs. 
8nfortXnately� another Áoor haG to Ee aGGeG GXring the 
Gesign phase� which leG to a recesseG Áoor with large glass 
fronts finisheG with alXminXm corrXgateG sheeting.
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7he central stairwell with artworN.

$n olG photo of the stXGy hall.

7he reaGing rooms with GoXEle gla]ing for soXnGproof-
ing were a great sXccess from the start. 7he wall on the 
groXnG Áoor that accompanies the roXte to the stXGy rooms 
is illXminateG with a ceramic artworN Ey JosMe 6mit. 7he visitor 
is gXiGeG natXrally XpwarGs throXgh the narrowing to the 
stairwell. 7he interior is otherwise moGest in finish. ,nitially� 
a canteen for stXGents was also missing. 1evertheless� 
the 8niversity LiErary was anG still is a popXlar meeting point 
for them. (specially in sXmmer� the wiGe stairs to the entrance 
form a rewarGing stage to meet.
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List of proMects

����   &ompetition Gesign of the LeagXe of 1ations
  in collaEoration with H. 6angster.
����  ,nvolveG in varioXs Gesigns of schools inclXGing�
  7XinGorp Oost]aan anG %XiNslotertXin 'orp. 
  7he latter has since Eeen scrappeG. ,nvolveG in 
  Gesigning schools in the ,nGische >´,nGonesianµ@ 
  neighEorhooG� 1iastraat ��²��. On the left 
  the 1ias 6chool. On the right the 0aNassar 
  6chool. %oth GemolisheG anG a primary school 
  on the ,nsXlinGeweg. ,nvolveG in Gesign of 
  6chiphol 6tation EXilGing.
����   0eeting room **' (erste Helmersstraat.
����   %oat trip mooring 5oNin.
����   0Xnt� tower XnGer constrXction.
����   0eeting room **' )loraparN.
����   ([pansion of 6chiphol 6tation EXilGing.
����   $Xla (astern &emetery.
����   5ailways (ast� $mstel 6tation anG 0XiGerpoort 
  6tation in collaEoration with 6chelling.
����   5ailway viaGXct OosterGoN anG 
  .attenEXrgerErXg.
����²���� 3lans for the telephone e[change 3ieter 
  Ge Hoochstraat.
����   1ieXwe 0eer locN comple[ in collaEoration 
  with ir. J. 0XlGer �lanGscape integration� 
  ����²����. ,nvolveG in the reconstrXction 
  of 6chiphol �GXring WW,, there was alreaGy 
  a secret meeting at &entral 6tation�.
����   7elephone e[change completeG.
����   'evelopment of H�6chools.
����   %eatri[ 6chool.
����   1ew wing 6teGeliMN mXseXm �the so�calleG 
  6anGEerg Wing�.
����   6pino]a LyceXm.
����   Jewish 0emorial 'Xtch theatre.
����   8niversity LiErary on the 6ingel.
����²���� 6tXGies for the Xniversity hospital on the 
  W* site anG 6lotervaart Hospital.
����s  5eGevelopment OXGemanhXispoort 
  anG %innengasthXis site.
����s  3lanning %eta facXlty 5oeterseilanG 
  �$rchitect *awronsNi�.
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7his Gescriptive selection of my father·s worN gives 
an impression of the Giversity of EXilGings he has worNeG on. 
7he leitmotif is the Gevelopment of his style� from a richly 
GecorateG one with classic ornaments� to a more soEer 
architectXre after the 6econG WorlG War� anG then finally 
a retXrn to a sleeN variant of the classic facaGe with the same 
care for Getail anG time anG again� anG the materiality.

Johannes �Jan� LeXpen� ����²����.
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